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WHY BOOK SELECTION IN LIBRARIES? 


by Florence Boochever 
Head, Book Information Section 


To many people, young and old, the fall is the beginning of the work- 
ing year. Certainly to the student it connotes the opening of school, 
while to the business or professional person, it often means the planning 
of the winter's work. It is then, as nature reaches fruition, that 
thoughts turn inward -- toward self-development, courses of study ar, 
perhaps, reading. 

As the Average Citizen wanders into his public library, he may ask 
himself: How do books arrive on library shelves? Who picks them and 
why? What part does the taxpayer play in determining book stock? The 
librarian, too, at the turn of the season, will do well to look about 
his domain to observe what books have circulated most frequently, con- 
sider which ones he might or might not have bought and perhaps ponder 
why several copies of the same title remain unsought after first demand 
has gone. 

Indeed this is the time for questioning and examining afresh library 
policies and criteria in book selection. Can we rely on book reviews, 
library periodicals or other guides? What about book committees or 
boards and other people's opinions? Is it necessary to read every book 
before purchase? How speedy should library service be? 

Everyone in the library profession knows the "Big Three" in the li- 
brary periodical field: The Booklist, Library Journal and Wilson Bulle- 
tin, while Publishers' Weekly is used throughout the book world. The 
recent appearance of Junior Libraries is a boon to children's and young 
people's librarians. As with books, the profusion of guides to them is 
confusing. How many librarians have the time to read weekly book re- 
views or columns in newspapers and magazines as well as publishers' cat- 
alogs and notices of forthcoming volumes? And how many of the more than 
9,000 books published annually can the average library afford to buy? 

Here we have the crux of the matter: how to expend time and money 
to best advantage. Of course,book selection tools are vital -—— insofar 
as they apply to local situations. Recommended lists in The Bookmark 
are designed for smaller libraries with limited budgets and emphasize 
material of New York State interest. Books are purchased for the pur- 
pose of being read. It is the librarian's province to know his community 
and to provide "the best reading for the greatest number at the least 
cost" —— still a basic axiom. Just as the merchant must know his wares, 
there is no substitute for firsthand knowledge of books. But their elu- 
sive quality of meaning different things to different people makes it 
helpful to have the views of others before expending public funds on 
them —= through printed guides, book meetings or the opinions of spe- 
cialists. 
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With the majority of books, a trained librarian so aided will have 
little difficulty. It is with controversial subjects and books whose 
themes and language go beyond the bonds of convention that problems arise. 
Although it is always well to be timely, with such titles it is wise to 
defer purchase until examination or an authoritative opinion can be ob- 
tained. Does this practice lay the librarian open to the tag of "censor"? 
In this connection, it is interesting to note that the original meaning 
of "censor" was to value or tax. The book selector is really an evalu- 
ator, striving to discriminate between titles on the same subject in 
order to obtain the soundest, most up-to-date material available. 

There are many who are quick to cry "censor" these days, but the 
profession has a bulwark in the Freedom to Read statement prepared by 
the American Library Association and the American Book Publishers Council 
and adopted at the Los Angeles conference in 1953; and the continued 
support of the American Library Association which serves to strengthen 
the principles involved. Similarly, the individual librarian must stand 
firm against misguided attempts to wrest Robin Hood or books on differing 
ideologies from library shelves. The citizens group, the American Book 
Committee, is another milestone with its stated purpose: "to keep books 
free, make them widely available, and encourage people to read them." A 
further step in the right direction was the voluntary self-censoring code 
of the comic book industry and the appointment of New York Magistrate 
Charles F. Murphy as comics "czar." 

No consideration of book selection can be undertaken without reali- 
zation of its underlying purpose, which is reading guidance. Merely to 
have books read is not the job of the educator: it is what books and by 
whom. It is better not to have certain titles than to prohibit their 
reading. The wise librarian takes a positive rather than a negative 
stand, substituting for comics well-illustrated children's books or 
magazines and the encouragement of home ownership of titles that can be 
"swapped" as comics are. In the adult field, also, the reading of poor- 
ly written second-raters can be diverted into continuing interest in the 
better fiction, biography or true adventure. Books in good taste, on 
all subjects and representing differing points of view, are the foun- 
dation of a democracy's libraries. From the current flow of printed 
matter, including paperbacks, digests and book club favorites, it is the 
librarian's task to sift the nugget from the dross. He can do so 
with little fear from the interesting new media of communication, for 
the book is the beginning and the end, often converted into plays, movies, 
films and television, or given permanent form after speech or lecture. 
Budd Schulberg, writing in the Saturday Review, of September 3, 1955, on 
the reworking of his motion picture, "On the Waterfront," into the novel, 
Waterfront, says: 

",..we should never forsake the novel...a film must act, a book 
has time to think and wonder...In the flush of TV spectaculars, wider 
and wider screeneramas, and all the rest of our frightful, fruitful me- 
chanical advancements the book is still the essential civilizing influ- 
ence, able to penetrate the unknowns of human aspiration." 

At the start of the working year, it is good to reaffirm our faith 
in the printed word and to resume with renewed zest, tempered by discrimi- 
nation, our lifelong love affair with books. 
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Recent Books 


A SELECTION 


Suggested by Book Information Section -- Laura E. McDowell 
Florence Boochever, Editor Melvin G. Reed 


Nonfiction 


Adenauer, Konrad. World indivisible, with liberty and justice for 
all; tr. by Richard and Clara Winston. (World perspectives. v.5) 
Harper. $2.75. 

With integrity and deep religious faith, Chancellor Adenauer states 
his political philosophy, his hopes for a unified Germany and for 
world peace through Western alliance against Soviet aggression.940.55 


Armitage, Flora. The desert and the stars; a biography of Lawrence 

of Arabia. Holt. $4. 

New light on the early years and personality of "one of the most 
romantic, provocative figures of our time." Bibliography,index.B or 92 


Bekker, C.D., pseud. Defeat at sea. Holt. $3.95. 
A former German naval officer draws on the experiences of men of all 
grades to provide a vivid, historically important record of "the 


struggle and eventual destruction of the German navy, 1939-1945." 
(subtitle) Photographs. 940.54 
In The Sea Wolves; the story of German U-boats at war, by Wolfgang 
Frank; tr. by R.O.B. Long (Rinehart. $5. 940.54), a former public 
relations officer on the staff of Admiral Doenitz details the heroic 
exploits of the submariners. Photographs. Appendixes, index. 


Bellush, Bernard. Franklin D. Roosevelt as Governor of New York. 
Columbia Univ. Press. $5. 

Admirably lucid, well-documented study of New York State's 48th Gov- 
ernor,"an outstanding liberal in American history."Notes, index.973.91 


Chandos, Dane, pseud. The Trade Wind Islands. Doubleday. $3.75. 
Delightful kaleidoscope of a tour of the West Indies, sensitively 
conveying the beauties of the Caribbean region and impressions of a 
varied, colorful people. Endpaper map. 917.29 


Chodos, Israel. Count your blessings. Random House. $3.50. 

In everyday language, the Rabbi of Sinai Temple, Los Angeles, cites 
examples of man's progress, striking a needed, optimistic note that 

is, perhaps, overstressed. 150.12 


Chubb, Mary. Nefertiti lived here. Crowell. $3.50. 

Lighthearted account of a modern Egyptian adventure by the secretary 
to the field director of an archeological expedition, who learned of 
ancient life and customs at the excavation site of Tell el Amarna, 
where priceless treasures were found. Illustrations. 913.32 
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Churchill, Peter. The spirit in the cage. Putnam. $3.75. 

Sequel to Duel of wits, this striking report by a British secret 
agent tells of his capture by the Italians in 1943, two years in var- 
ious prison camps and his miraculous reunion with his indomitable 
courier, Odette, whom he married after the war. Map. Appendix. 940.54 


Fergusson, Erna. Mexico revisited. Knopf. $5. 

Observations of a "beloved land" during two years' travel, vividly 
contrasting primitive ways and customs with modern developments.Maps, 
photographs. Bibliography, glossary, index. 917.2 


Frossard, Andre. The salt of the earth. Kenedy. $2.95. 
Gracefully written introduction to seven representative groups of 
religious orders, showing their variations but common objective --to 
live by faith. Modern woodcuts. Appendix. 271 


Gaulle, Charles de. War memoirs; the call to honour, 1940-1942; tr. 
by Jonathan Griffin. Viking. $5. 

Of historic import is this enlightening expression of a devoted pa- 
triot's efforts to liberate France after World War II. Maps,photo- 
graphs. Index. (Pub. date: Oct. 31) 940.53 


*Gelatt, Roland. The fabulous phonograph, from tin foil to high fi- 
delity. Lippincott. $4.95. 
The "first comprehensive history of the phonograph" is an absorbing 
record of scientific discovery and the contribution of musicians. 
Illustrations. Chronology, index. 789.9 


*Gunther, John. Inside Africa. Harper. $6. 
Including history and personal observation, this volume covers "the 
entire immense and explosive continent" and considers major problems 
in each of its subdivisions. Maps, chart. Bibliography, index. 916 


Hachiya, Michihiko. Hiroshima diary; the journal of a Japanese phy- 
sician,August 6-September 30, 1945; tr. by Warner Wells. Univ. of 
North Carolina Press. $3.50. 

This day-by-day account by the director of the Hiroshima Communica- 
tions Hospital not only records the horrible destruction by the atomic 
bomb but is a tribute to the spirit of man. Glossary. 940.54 


Hodapp, William. The television actor's manual. Appleton. $4. 
Candid discussion of acting and directing techniqués, prodtittion 
costs, make-up, wardrobe and camera manipulation for professional, 
student or amateur actors as well as directors. Audition material 
and make-up charts. Appendixes, bibliography, glossary, index. 791.4 


Houot, G.S. & Willm, P.H. 2000 fathoms down; tr. by Michael Bullock. 
Dutton. $4. 

The builders of the French bathyscaphe who took it to a record depth 
of 13,287 feet graphically describe their experiences, adding impor- 
tant observations on the economic potentialities of their findings. 
Photographs. 574.92 


*Hughes, Toni, pseud. How to make shapes in space. Dutton. $4.95. 
Inviting, easy-to-use and teeming with suggestions for parents, 
teachers, students and designers, this is "a recreational craft book 


The Bookmark -L- October, 1955 





with instructions, diagrams and photographs, for making three-dimen- 
sional greeting cards, posters, garlands, masks, ornaments, toys and 
decorations of all kinds." (Subtitle) Quarto. 7455 


*Ilg, F.L. & Ames, L.B. Child behavior. Harper. $3.95. 

The well-known child specialists helpfully outline "the common stages 
of development" in the first ten years of growth. Much of the ma- 
terial has appeared in newspaper form. References, index. 136.7 

*You and your child's health, by Mrs P.K. Hartrich (Harper. $3. 649.1) 
gives sane, specific advice for guiding children's attitudes toward 
doctor and dentist, accidents and illness. Bibliographies, appen- 
dixes, index. 

*Prejudice and your child, by K.B. Clark (Beacon Press. $2.50. 157.3) 
is a sensible discussion of the ways in which white and Negro children 
acquire "negative racial attitudes", suggesting what churches,schools 
and parents can do to remedy them. Bibliography, index. 


Izzard, Ralph. The Abominable Snowman. Doubleday. $4. 
Fascinating, firsthand accounts by various parties that made up the 
London Daily Mail Himalayan Expedition, 1954, seeking the legendary 
Snowman or Yeti, a beast as yet unknown to science, though the object 
of previous searches here also reported. Photographs. 915.42 


*Ketchum, R.M., ed. What is democracy? Dutton. $2.95. 321.82 
What is communism? Dutton. $2.95. 335 
Attractively printed companion quartos telling through text, maps and 
captioned photographs "the truth about the nature, the principles and 
the achievements of our society, and ... what communist imperialism 
means to the world." Bibliographies. 


*Krutch, J.W. The voice of the desert; a naturalist's interpretation. 
Sloane. $3.75. 

For five years the noted author has lived in Arizona, and these con- 
templative observations convey his sense of kinship with the "creatures 
who share the desert" with him. Photographs. 575.32 


Leonard, J.N. The Time book of science. Random House. $3.95. 
The science editor of Time has selected some of the magazine's best 
stories to show scientific advance in many fields. 500 


Ley, Willy. Salamanders and other wonders; still more adventures of 

a romantic naturalist. Viking. $3.95. 

As in his earlier books, tue author makes odd facts, scientifically 
based, into fascinating reading. Maps, drawings. Index. 597.9 


Lockwood, C.A. & Adamson, H.C. Hellcats of the sea. Greenberg. $5. 
Astounding narrative based on the records and recollections of our 
wartime Commander Submarines Pacific, detailing the dangerous pene- 
tration of the Sea of Japan in 1945, made possible by the development 
of a skilled sonar device for locating underwater minefields. End- 
paper map, photographs. Sailing lists, glossary. 940.54 


*Look. A guide to the religions of America; ed. by Leo Rosten. 
Simon & Schuster. $3.50; $1 paper 
"The famous Look magazine series on religion — plus facts, figures, 
tables, charts, articles, and comprehensive reference material on 
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churches and religious groups in the United States" (subtitle) ,given 
in question and answer form, with brief, biographical material about 
the contributors, informed lay and religious leaders. 280.973 


YP *McClintic, Guthrie. Me and Kit. Little. $5. 

RH The noted manager-director informally recalls his 30-odd years in the 
theater, offering amusing anecdotes of stage personalities and behind- 
the-scenes glimpses of his productions, many of them starring his wife, 
Katharine Cornell. Photographs. List of plays. Index. Condensed 
version in Ladies' Home Journal. B or 92 


McCracken, Harold. The beast that walks like man; the story of the 
grizzly bear. Hanover House. $4.50. 

Remarkable assembly of old Indian legends and early sagas, exciting 
adventures of pioneers and the author-explorer's own fortunate en- 
counters with "Old Ephraim," whose preservation should be sought. 
Photographs. Appendix, index. 599.74 


*McGee, D.H. Famous signers of the Declaration. Dodd. $3. 
These readable sketches of 36 "Signers," using frequent quotations 
from contemporary sources, are intended for high school students but 
are equally interesting to adults.Photographs.Chronology, index.973.31 


Marret, Mario. Seven men among the penguins; tr. from the French by 
Edward Fitzgerald. Harcourt. $4.50. 

The leader of a French expedition to Adelie Land in the Antarctic 
modestly recounts the group's hazardous experiences during the winter 
of 1952-53 and includes observations on the behavior of penguins and 
other animals of the region. Endpaper map, photographs. 919.9 


Mitchell, J.B. Decisive battles of the Civil War. Putnam. $4. 
With admirable clarity, the chief of the Historical Division,American 
Battle Monuments Commission, describes the course of the Civil War, 
placing battles and campaigns in present-day surroundings by the use 
of modern road maps, thus aiding the student and visitor to battle- 
fields. Bibliography, index. 973.3 


*Morse, Mrs T.A. Future a la carte. McKay. $3. 
Not yet at retirement age, but worn from the breathless rush of New 
York City life, the Morses turned their Martha's Vineyard home into 
Beach Plum Inn and this is the delightfully informal account of their 
successful venture and of winter travels between seasons. Drawings. 
Recipes. 647.94 


Plagemann, Bentz. This is Goggle; or, The education of a father. 
McGraw-Hill. $3.50. 

After five years in the Navy, the author renews acquaintance with his 
alarming ten-year-old son, Goggle, and here retails colloquially, but 
with considerable understanding, the emerging of an adolescent. 817.5 


Pippett, Aileen. The moth and the star; a biography of Virginia 
Woolf. Little. $5. 

Sensitive, admiring evocation of an "elusive and complex personality, 
fragile as a moth and enduring as a star," with quotations from her 
Diary and letters to V. Sackville-west. Portrait. B or 92 
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Randall, J.G. & Current, R.N. Lincoln the President; v.4: last full 
measure. Dodd. $7.50. 

Concludes the definitive work by the late Lincoln scholar, brought 
to completion by a chosen colleague, and showing the formlation of 
far-reaching measures. Photographs, Bibliography, index, B or 92 


YP *Reinfeld, Fred. Uranium and other miracle metals. Sterling. $3.50. 

RH Authoritative introduction to the composition and peacetime uses of 
uranium and other precious metals, popularly written for prospectors, 
engineers, students and laymen. Numerous photographs in color and 
black and white, diagrams. Index. 669.2 


Richter, Conrad. The mountain on the desert; a philosophical journey. 
Knopf. $3. 

Thought-provoking dialogs express the noted novelist's belief in the 
influence of "psycho-energics" on children and adults, the arts, men- 
tal and spiritual activity. 818.5 


YP *Smith, Isabel. Wish I might. Harper. $3. 

R After 21 years as a patient at the Trudeau Sanatorium the writer now 
leads a normal, married. life and this unsentimental, cheerful story 
of her cure is a grateful tribute to the founder of the famous insti- 
tution, recently closed, due to new "wonder drugs."Decorations.616.24 


Strode, Hudson. Jefferson Davis, American patriot, 1808-1861. 
Harcourt. $6.75. 


Drawing on family letters previously unavailable, the first in a pro- 


jected two-volume work presents an important and enlightening study 
of the President of the Confederacy. Photographs. Sources,index.B or 92 


Tegner, H.S. The white foxes of Gorfenletch. Morrow. $3.50. 

A seasoned sportsman and nature lover writes with ease and charm of 
hunting adventures in northern England, of foxes, deer and small game, 
birds and plants. Charming illustrations. 799 29 


Walker, H.B. Power to manage yourself. Harper. $3. 

The minister of the First Presbyterian Church, Evanston, Ill., dis- 
cusses various blocks to maturity, suggesting, with modern allusions, 
practical ways of combating guilt, frustration and the evasion of re- 
sponsibility. Notes. Index. 248 


Weeks, G.L., jr. Some of town of Islip's early history. Consolidated 
Press, Bay Shore, New York. $5.50. 

Valuable, carefully researched collection, by the town historian, of 
local facts and antiquarian notes on the social life, customs, build- 
ings, transportation and industries of Long Island's Great South Bay 
area, including genealogies of the Nicolls and Weeks families. Well- 
printed, limited edition with sketches by the author. 974.725 


YP *Woodward, C.V.The strange career of Jim Crow.Oxford Univ.Press. $2.50. 

RH A distinguished historian's short review of the segregation problem 
from 1877 to the Supreme Court decision of 1954, with timely, provoca- 
tive discussion of the factors behind anti-discrimination movements. 
Suggested reading. 325.26 
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Fiction 


*Adams, S.H. Grandfather stories. Random House. $3.50. 
These flavorsome sketches deal mainly with the noted novelist's Grand- 
father Adams and his recollections of the building of the Grand Erie 
Canal, the customs and speech of bygone days in New York State. Many 
of the stories appeared in The New Yorker. 


Bacchelli, Riccardo. Nothing new under the sun; tr. from the Italian 
by Stuart Hood. Pantheon. $4.50. 


epic of the Scacerni family to World War I. 


*Bloch-Michel, Jean. The flight into Egypt; tr. by Frances Frenaye. 
Scribner. $3. 
How a French couple and their children, escaping German bombs, find 
refuge in a deserted Alpine village after a long, frightful trek is 
sensitively depicted in a moving story of the devastating effect of 
insecurity and isolation. 


*Cadell, Elizabeth. The lark shall sing. Morrow. $3. 
Gaily recounts what happens when the six Waynes, English orphans, 
ranging in age from nine to 24, meet after a year's separation to 
protest their oldest sister's decision to sell the family country 
home. 


Coles, Manning, pseud. Happy returns. Doubleday. $3. 

In an entertaining fantasy, the lovable ghosts, Charles and James 
Latimer of Brief candles, reappear to help their young cousins out of 
many a dilemma. 


Costain, T.B. The tontine. Doubleday. 2v. $5.95. 

Its title derived from a form of group insurance with an element of 
gambling, this long and lively work follows the fortunes of several 
19th century families, illuminating the period as it tells an en- 
grossing story. 


*Dane, Clemence, pseud. The Flower Girls. Norton. $4.95. 

Witty, graceful chronicle of the diverse Floristers of theater fame, 
who are made known to young American-bred Jacy on his first visit to 
his English relatives. 


*Davies, Robertson, pseud. Leaven of malice. Scribner. $3.50. 
The announcement of a false engagement in a small-town Canadian news- 
paper involves the editor, the Dean of the cathedral and an outraged 
professor in embarrassing situations that are satisfactorily resolved 
in an amusing social satire. 


Dickens, Monica. The winds of heaven. Coward-McCann. $3.50. 

Forced to live in turn with three callous daughters, widowed, impov- 
erished Louise Bickford eventually finds happiness in this slight, but 
provocative novel. Feminine appeal. 


Hutchinson, R.C. The stepmother. Rinehart. $3.50. 

How, through patience and understanding, the second wife of a British 
civil servant frees him and his emotionally disturbed son from a slav- 
ish devotion to the memory of her dominating, invalid-predecessor. 
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PR *Maas, Edgar. The magnificent enemies. Scribner. $3.95. 
Rich in medieval flavor, this is the romantic tale of the ill-fated 
friendship between a young merchant seaman and a daring freebooter 
whose ideals clash as they roam the northern seas when the Hanseatic 
League is in full power. 


Mann, Thomas. Confessions of Felix Krull, confidence man; (the early 
years). Knopf. $4.50. 

Brilliantly imagined, first-person portrayal of the evolution of a 
scoundrel, whose gifts take amoral directions. Expanded short story 
which the late novelist had planned to continue in another volume. 


YP *Mercer, C.E. There comes a time. Putnam. $3.50. 

R Appealing, unsentimental tale of a middle-aged minister who left a 
"successful" New York City church and found a deeper satisfaction in 
service to the confused people of a small Finger Lakes community. 


*Phillips, T.H. The loved and the unloved. Harper. $3. 
As Max Harper, a sharecropper's son, awaits execution for the murder 
of Vance, the spoiled, sadistic heir of a wealthy Mississippi farmer, 
he writes his memoirs revealing the underlying causes of a lifelong 
enmity in this powerful and touching psychological novel. 


Stewart, G.R. The years of the city. Houghton. $4.50. 
Masterful delineation of the founding, development and destruction 
of an imaginary Greek city and the disparate people who animated it. 


Thomson, Stewart. A show of force. Harper. $3.50. 

A British colony in Syria is the scene of a thoughtful, timely novel, 
depicting the disastrous results of personal and official conflicts 
between Arabs and English over the oil concession. 


Wilson, Sloan.The man in the gray flannel suit.Simon & Schuster.$3.50. 
Outwardly a typical young executive, father of three, who commutes 
daily to New York, Tom Rath is different because of his innate hon- 
esty and his memory of an irregular love affair during the war, and 
this laconic, arresting novel limns with too great facility his 
maturing. 


Wouk, Herman. Marjorie Morningstar. Doubleday. $4.95. 

Pretty Marjorie Morgenstern dreams of becoming an actress and, at- 
tractive to men, becomes involved with a clever, sophisticated song 
writer only to marry conventionally, as this vital, over-detailed 
story with excellent American-Jewish background relates. 
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Don't Forget! 
BOOK WEEK, November 13-19 - "Let's Read More" 


A comprehensive list of new children's books will appear in the 
November issue of The Bookmark, prepared by Mrs. Mabel B. Bell, Chil- 
dren's Librarian, Countee Cullen Branch, The New York Public Library. 
Mrs. Bell is chairman of the Book Committee of the NYLA Section of 
Children's and Young People's Librarians, other committee members be- 
ing: Dorothy Montgomery, Montague Branch, Brooklyn Public Library; and 
Muriel Winder, Flower Memorial Library, Watertown, New York. 
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CURRENT BOOKS FOR CHILDREN 


Suggested by Mrs. Marguerite W. Welch, Head of the 
Central Children's Department, Utica Public Library. 


Bennett, Mrs Mabel R. Hidden garden; illus. by Kathleen Voute. John 

Day. $2.75. 

Anna Schoop and her sister come to the United States from Holland. They 
cannot locate their uncle, so they live with other refugees in a crowded 
tenement section. Anna starts a garden in a trash pile and brings a 
feeling of pride to the community. (10-12) 


Clymer, Mrs Eleanor L. This cat came to stay! illus. by Don Sibley. 
Watts. $2.50. 
Mrs. McGinnis, "a handsome cat, gray all over, with yellow eyes," comes 
to live at the Joneses' house. William and his friend Patsy try to help 
her keep her secret. (8-10) 


Harris, Mrs Louise Dyer & Harris, Norman Dyer. Slim Green; illus. by 
Robert Candy. Little. $2. 
Even readers who dislike snakes find this an interesting nature study 
of the little green snake and the animals and insects that make up his 
world. (9-10) 


Headley, Mrs Elizabeth. Diane's new love. Macrae. $2.50. 
An amusing account of how Diane's summer was occupied in training Honey, 
her collie pup, with the help of Toby Cook and Jim Roberts. (Teen-age) 


Hyndman, Mrs Jane Andrews. Camel Bird ranch; illus. by Bob Riger. Dodd. 
$2.75. 
Penny Wyngate inherits an ostrich farm, and she and her aunt attempt to 
keep her inheritance in spite of debts left by her uncle. A cowboy from 
a neighboring dude ranch supplies the romantic touch. (Teen-age) 


Pace, Mrs Mildred M. Old Bones, the wonder horse; illus. by Wesley Dennis. 
Whittlesey House. $2.95. 
Old Bones was originally purchased as a work horse, but Henry McDaniel, 
be trainer, brought him to fame as the winner of the 1918 Kentucky Derby. 
11-13) 


Robertson, Keith. Ice to India; illus. by Jack Weaver. Viking. $2.50. 

Sixteen-year-old Nat Mason makes a voyage on a sailing vessel with his 
grandfather as Captain. The cargo is unusual — ice for India, and some 
of the crew have been hired to make trouble. (Teen-age) 


Thayer, Jane. Sandy and the seventeen balloons; illus. by Meg Wohlberg. 
Morrow. $2. 
Sandy and his mother visit a department store where a clown gives him 
17 balloons. Because he wouldn't let go of the balloons, Sandy finds 
himself floating near the ceiling. (7-9) 


Van Rensselaer, Alexander. Fun with ventriloquism;illus. by John Barron. 
Garden City. $1.50. 
Most boys and some girls become interested in ventriloquism. The author 
gives suggestions on breath and voice control, the kind of dummy to use, 
and some sample dialogs. (9-12) 
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Free and Inexpensive 
MATERIAL 


Listed by Mary S. Lindsey, Reference Section 
International Relations 


Carter, G.M. South Africa. (Headline series no. 109) Foreign 
Policy Association, Inc. 345 E. 46th St., New York 17. Jan.-Feb. 
1955. G62p. 356. 


Crisis over China. Contains "My visit to China", Clement Attlee. 
Lahor-International Affairs Program. American Friends Service 
Committee. 20 South 12th St., Philadelphia 7, Pa. April 1955. 
23p. 20¢. 


Federal Republic of Germany. Handbook of German Affairs. Press 
Office. German Diplomatic Mission. Washington, D.C. 1954. I17A4p. 


Goldbloom, M.J. American security and freedom. The American Jewish 
Committee. 386 Fourth Ave., New York 16. 1954. S84p. 25¢. 


Goormaghtigh, John. European coal and steel community. (Inter- 
national Conciliation no. 503). Carnegie Endowment for International 
Orders should be sent to Columbia University Press. 2960 Broadway, 
New York 27. May 1955. 341-408p. 25¢. 


Henderson, William. New nations of Southeast Asia. (Headline series 
no. 110) Foreign Policy Association. 345 East 46th St., New York 
17. March 1955. 62p. 35¢. 


Ireland today, including selected articles from the Constitution of 
Ireland. (Round Table no. 869) University of Chicago. Chicago 37. 
Dec. 5, 1954. 17p. 10¢. 


Kohn, Hans. The future of Austria. (Headline series no. 112) 
Foreign Policy Association, Inc. 345 E. 46th St., New York 17. 
July-Aug. 1955. 62p. 35¢. 


Perspective of Greece; an Atlantic Monthly supplement. Inter-cultural 
Publications. 477 Madison Ave., New York 22. 1955. 73p. 35¢. 


Raushenbush, Stephen and Anderson, Dewey. To make a free world; an 
exploration of a new foreign policy. Public Affairs Institute. 
312 Pennsylvania Ave., S.E. Washington 3, D.C. Jan. 1955. 5d4p. 25¢. 


West Germany: our new ally, and including The future of Germany by 
James B. Conant. (Round Table no. 875) University of Chicago, 
Chicago 37. Jan. 16, 1955. 25p. 10¢. 
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AUDIO-VISUAL SUGGESTIONS FOR LIBRARIES 


From the Bureau of Audio and Visual Aids 
New York State Education Department 


OFF THE RECORD 


The ability to listen is our most taken-for-granted skill. Illog- 
ically we assume children need little further training to develop ade- 
quately the skill of intelligent, critical listening. 

Slowly "the old order changeth" despite agreement that comprehen- 
sion of oral imagery is man's basis of communication. Yet today schools 
and libraries hesitate to include worth-while recordings in lists of 
approved curricular materials and in loan collections. But all agree 
that an appropriate curriculum design considers improving listening 
skills essential. 

The number and variety of recordings available for school and 
library collections is unimaginable. Curriculum builders and librarians 
should be aware of materials offered by The Children's Record Guild (27 
Thompson Street, New York), Young People's Records (100 Sixth Avenue, 

New York), RCA-Victor, (Camden, New Jersey), and the Columbia Recording 
Company (799 Seventh Avenue, New York). 

Lesser known companies offer equally fine materials. "The Sky's 
the Limit" (Audio Education, Inc., 55 Fifth Avenue, New York 3) is an 
outstanding collection of humorous American folklore. The four stories 
included are authentic Americana true to literary tradition, and repre- 
sentative of America. Introducing himself, Davy Crockett says "I'm half 
horse, half alligator, and a might touched with snappin' turtle!". The 
legendary Davy Crockett is the man who describes himself as saying, "I'm 
a ring-tailed-roarer and a yaller blossom o' the forest!" This collect- 
ion of folk tales also has a good Paul Bunyan story, the haunt "Story of 
Peter Rugg", and "The White Steed", which tells what happened to a little 
girl who stole away from a westward-bound caravan and met a legendary 
wild, white stallion. 

Among other records available through Audio Education, Inc. are: 
"How to Talk!" designed to build oral language facility; such traditional 
stories as "Three Billy Goats Gruff", "Shoemaker and the Elves", "Little 
Red Hen", "Goldilocks and the Three Bears", and many others. 

Specially produced for the junior-senior high school group is a 
series of six albums under the general heading "Worlds of Literature" 
and dealing with "Adventure", "People", "Exploring", "Endless Horizons", 
"America", and "Our English Heritage". Then, under the Decca label, such 
stories as "Man without a Country", "Rip Van Winkle", "The Snow Goose", 
"A Tale of Two Cities", and "Treasure Island" are available from the same 
source. 

This is only a small sampling of the available material. The 
challenge to help our children learn to listen is real and persistent. 
Imaginative librarians and teachers must meet this expressed need through 
enlarged collections, revised curricula and progressive teaching methods. 

The recordings may be secured from local record dealers or the 
publishers. The State Education Department offers no loan service. 


Max U. Bildersee 
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FILMS FOR CHILDREN 


Among the many fine 16 mm. sound motion picture films that are avail- 
able are the following legends, stories and tales for children. All the 
films are obtainable on a purchase or rental basis. Address all requests 
for rental to the sources and all requests for purchase to the producer. 
This Department does not have any of the materials in this list. The 
running time, producer of the film and brief summary of content follow 
the title. All films may be rented from the same sources: Motion Picture 
Library, The American Museum of Natural History, Central Park West at 
79th Street, New York 24, New York; Ideal Pictures, 233-239 West 42nd 
Street, New York 36, New York, or 1558 Main Street, Buffalo 8, New York; 
Educational Film Library, Syracuse University, Building D-7, Collendale 
Campus, Syracuse 10, New York. 


THE COW AND THE SPRITE 10min. Coronet 
Adaptation of a charming old folk story that tells of the happiness 
of man and of what this happiness is composed. 


THE FOX AND THE ROOSTER 11min. Ency. Britt. 

A live fox, owl, rooster, possum and dog play all the roles in this 
Aesop fable which points up the moral that even a clever schemer can be 
outwitted when good friends help each other. 


THE HARE AND THE TORTOISE 11min. Ency. Britt. 
With real animals playing the roles, this much loved Aesop fable is 
charmingly presented. 


LEGEND OF THE PIED PIPER 11min. Coronet 
The story of the master musician of Hamelin and the importance of 
"Keeping one's word." 


RUMPELSTILTSKIN 11 min. Coronet 
The adventures of the fair Princess Juliana and of the strange 
little man who lost his temper are depicted through the use of puppets. 


SLEEPING BEAUTY 18 min. Ency. Britt. 
Richly costumed actors recreate the magical beauty and charm of this 
fairy-tale classic. 


PAUL BUNYAN AND THE BLUE OX 6 min. Coronet 
Puppets present the imaginative story of Paul and Babe, the Blue Ox. 


THE UGLY DUCKLING 11min. Ency. Britt. 
Adaptation of the classic fairy tale by Hans Christian Andersen. 


KING MIDAS AND THE GOLDEN TOUCH 11 min. Coronet 
The ancient fable of a king who coveted gold. 


THREE FOX FABLES 11min. Ency. Britt. 

Through the combination of real life photography and real animals 
the following are presented: "The Fox and the Grapes", "The Fox and the 
Crow" and "The Fox and the Stork." 

Paul T. Williams 
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A SELECTED LIST OF 


es Recent Accessions 


Altea it i 


Prepared by 
Evelyn E. Nelson, Reference and Ethel Lansing, Order Sections 


These titles of general interest, which the smaller library may not 
have purchased, may be borrowed from the New York State Library. Please 
use call numbers as indicated when requesting books. 


COMMUNITY LIVING. 


Dahir, James. Region building; community development lessons from the 
Tennessee Valley. New York, Harper -1955>5 208p. 338.976 D131 


Infield, Henrik F. Utopia and experiment; essays in the sociology of 
cooperation. New York, F.A. Praeger, 1955. 319p. (International 
library of the sociology of cooperation, v.1) 334.683 143 


Lee, Rose Hum. The city: urbanism and urbanization in major world re- 
gions. Philadelphia, Lippincott -19553 568p. 323 352 L479 


Warren, Roland Leslie. Studying your community. New York, Russell Sage 
Foundation, 1955. 385p. 309.1 W292 


DRAMA AND THE MYSTERY STORY 


Five Orange Pips of Westchester County. The best of the Pips; a collec- 
tion of the writings about the writings, by the members of the Five 
Orange Pips, scion society of the Baker Street Irregulars. New 
York, 1955. 1ldp. 823.91 D754af 


Strindberg, August. Queen Christina. Charles XII. Gustav III. Trans- 
lations and introductions by Walter Johnson. Seattle, University 
of Washington Press, 1955. 282p. 839.7269 S91q 


POLITICAL IDEAS 


Grimes, Alan Pendleton. American political thought. New York, Holt 
719555 500p. 320.973 G862 
Lewis, Ewart (Kellogg). Medieval political ideas. New York, Knopf,1954. 
2v. 320.902 L673 
Mayo, Henry Bertram. Democracy and Marxism. New York, Oxford University 
Press, 1955.  36dp. 335.4 M473 
Stouffer, Samuel Andrew. Communism, conformity, and civil liberties; a 
cross-section of the Nation speaks its mind. Garden City, N.Y., 
Doubleday, 1955. 278p. 323.4 S889 
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PUBLIC FINANCE 


Colm, Gerhard. Essays in public finance and fiscal policy, by Gerhard 
Colm with the editorial assistance of Helen 0. Nicol. New York, 
Oxford University Press, 1955. 375p. 336.73 C716 


Committee on Federal Tax Policy. Federal finances. -New York, 19545 
3v. inl. 336.73 qC7349 

Smithies, Arthur. The budgetary process in the United States. New York, 
McGraw-Hill, 1955. 486p. (Committee for Economic Development, 
Research study) 351.72 S634 


Solo, Robert A., ed. Economics and the public interest. cEssays written 
in honor of Eugene Ewald Aggers New Brunswick, N.J., Rutgers 


University Press, 1955. 318p. $330.4 S689 


WEST OF THE MISSISSIPPI 


Hollon, W. Eugene. Beyond the cross timbers; the travels of Randolph B. 
Marcy, 1812-1887. Norman, University of Oklahoma Press -cl1955 4 
270p. 973. Zm3h 

Collins, Earl Augustus. Missouri, midland state, a history by Earl A. 
Collins and Felix Eugene Snider. St. Louis, Webster Pub Co. 
¢ 19555 440p. 977.8 C712 


De Grazia, Alfred. The western public, 1952 and beyond. Stanford,Calif., 
Stanford University Press ¢19545 226p. 329.01 VAd 


Infield, Henrik F. People in ejidos; a visit to the cooperative farms of 
Mexico cbys Henrik F. Infield and Koka Freier. New York, F.A. 
Praeger <cl9543 15lp. (International library of the sociology 
of cooperation, v.2 335.972 E56 


Wallace, Edward Seccomb. The great reconnaissance; soldiers, artists, 
and scientists on the frontier, 1848-1861. Boston, Little, Brown 
¢19555 288p. 979 W188 


WORLD NEIGHBORS 


Anthony, Joseph Garner. Hawaii under Army rule. Stanford, Calif., Stan- 
ford University Press -cl9555 203p. $996.9 A628 


Baron, Hans. Humanistic and political literature in Florence and Venice 
at the beginning of the quattrocento; studies in criticism and 
chronology. Cambridge, Harvard University Press, 1955.  223p. 

850.902 B265 

Bishop, Dwight R. The consumption of agricultural products in Pakistan. 
Washington, Foreign Agricultural Service, U.S. Dept. of Agriculture, 
1954. 8lp. 338.1 qB622 

Brasic, Ranko M. Land reform and ownership in Yugoslavia, 1919-1953 by 
Ranko M. Brashich. New York, Mid-European Studies Center, Free 
Europe Committee, 1954. 169p. (Mid-European Studies Center 
publication no. 17) 333.3 B823 


Palickar, Stephen Joseph. Slovakian culture in the light of history, 
ancient, medieval and modern. Cambridge, Mass., Hampshire Press, 
1954. 283p. 914.37 P162 
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Official Publications 


- OF NEW YORK STATE 


_ =< =ZF 
CORSO 


Prepared by Peter Paulson, Gift and Exchange Section 


*Available from New York State Library, Gift and Exchange 
Section, Albany 1, New York. Others may be obtained from 
the issuing office. 


AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENTAL STATION, Ithaca. Influence of tree crowns on 
maple sap production by Robert R. Morrow. (1955) 30p. 
(Bulletin 916, June 1955) 


*CARRIER TAXATION, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Report...1955. 1955. 
2lp. (Legis Doc 1955 no. 75) 


*COMMERCE, DEPT. OF. New York state vacationlands, 1955. (1955) 192p. 
* _ Woman's bureau. So you want to be a caterer. (1955) 16p. 


*COORDINATION OF STATE ACTIVITIES, TEMPORARY COMMISSION ON. Report on 
the Saratoga Springs authority, March 10, 1955. 1955. A9p. 
(Legis Doc 1955 no. 50) 


*DISCRIMINATION, COMMISSION AGAINST. Article one. (1955) Unp. 
* _ Report of progress, 1954. (1955) 4p. 


*EDUCATION DEPT. Division of archives and history. Annual listing, 
fourth, state and local historical research in progress, 1954. 
(1955) 6p. Mimeo. 


* _ Bureau of audio and visual aids. American history prepared by Paul 


T. Williams, associate in audio-visual education. 1955. 56p. (Film 
round-up no. 9) 


* Bureau of business and distributive education. Consumer buying: a 


~~ suggested outline for an adult group. (1955) 8p. (Bulletin no. 88) 


* Bureau of home economics education. Building happy homes. 1955. 


113p. 

* __ Division of pupil personnel services. Bureau of examination and 
testing. Source book of test items for teachers of general science, 
grades 7-9. 1955. <A7p. 

*FISCAL AFFAIRS OF STATE GOVERNMENT, TEMPORARY STATE COMMISSION ON THE. 
Report...February 15, 1954. 1955. 112p. (Legis Doc 1954 no. 30) 
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*FLOOD CONTROL COMMISSION. Report, 20th...for the period April 1, 1954 
to March 31, 1955. 1955. 88p. (Legis Doc 1955 no. 58) 


*GOVERNOR (Averell Harriman). Message...in relation to a housing and 
community development program for New York state. 1955. §&p. 
(Legis Doc 1955 no. 67) 


* __ Message...in relation to training of the State's physically and 
mentally handicapped: including statement of Mental health 
commission. 1955. 6p. (Legis Doc 1955 no. 8&4) 


*INSURANCE DEPT. Whose welfare? a report on union and employer welfare 
plans in New York by Adelbert G. Straub, Jr. (1955) 206p. 


*LABOR, DEPT. OF. Division of research and statistics. Distribution 
of manufacturing production workers by plant gross average hourly 
earnings New York state, January 1955. (1955) 8p. Mimeo. (Special 
labor news memorandum, no. 60; June 27, 1955) 


LONG ISLAND TRANSIT AUTHORITY. A report to Governor Harriman by... 
May 26, 1955. (1955) 2p. 


*NEW YORK STATE LIBRARY. Division of library extension. Statistics: 
public and association libraries, 1954. (1955) Var. pag. 


*NEW YORK STATE MUSEUM. The black flies of New York state (diptera: 
simuliidae) by Alan Stone, U.S. Department of agriculture and Hugo 


A. Jamnback, New York state science service. (1955) ld4dp. 
(Bulletin no. 349; May 1955) 


STATE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, Cornell university, Ithaca. Making and 
using wood fuel by Lawrence S. Hamilton and Fred E. Winch, Jr. 
(1955) 15p. (Cornell extension bulletin 940; June 1955) 


___. Soils and soil associations of New York by Marlin G. Cline. (1955) 
72p. (Cornell extension bulletin 930; May 1955) 


___ Extension service. Grass silage in your silo means $$$ in your 
pocket. (1955) Folder. 


STATE COLLEGE OF HOME ECONOMICS, Cornell university, Ithaca. Cakes, 
cookies, and pies by Alice M. Briant and Anna R. Willman. (1955) 
16p. (Cornell extension bulletin 929, May 1955) 


__.. Easy to make bread and rolls by Lola T. Dudgeon and Mildred Dunn. 
(1955) lAp. (Cornell extension bulletin 888; revised May 1955) 


*STATE SCHOOL OF INDUSTRIAL AND LABOR RELATIONS, Cornell university, 
Ithaca. Handbook on human resources and industrial and labor 
relations in selected industrial areas in New York state, 
November 1954. (1955) Var. pag. 
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[PUBLIC LIBRARY-] 


FOR YOUR INFORMATION 


Activities in Libraries 


‘Edited by Jean L. Connor and I. Marie Gustafson, Library Extension 
MULTI-COUNTY LIBRARY ACTIVITIES 


Broome-Chemung-Tioga-Steuben. Librarians convened for the 49th annual 
meeting of the Southern Tier Library Club in Binghamton on June 9. 


Clinton-Essex. A demonstration of book repair methods was held at the 
Plattsburgh headquarters of the Clinton-Essex system. 


Herkimer-Montgomery. A Herkimer-Montgomery Librarians association has 
been formed. Mrs. Elizabeth Bilobrowka of the Margaret Reaney Memorial 
Library, St. Johnsville, is President. 


Livingston-Monroe. The Board of Supervisors of Livingston County voted 
on August 8 to establish a Livingston County Library, which is to 
seek a contract with the Monroe County Library Service System. Mr. 
A.M. Holroyd of Dansville is Chairman of the Trustees. 


Rockland, Orange, Sullivan, Ulster, and Dutchess. A committee of librar- 
ians from the five-county area are planning to compile a library di- 
rectory of all public, industrial and association libraries in these 
counties. A regional meeting on "Local History and the Library" was 
held in New Paltz. Dr. Andrew J. Grad, Librarian of the Highland 
Falls Public Library, has been elected chairman to form a new multi- 
county plan. 


Saratoga-Warren-Washington. Librarians and trustees voted to request the 
Saratoga County Board of Supervisors to appoint a board to investigate 
the possibility of forming a tri-county library system. 


Wayne-Monroe. A plan for a multi-county system by contract with Monroe 
County was presented to the Wayne County Board of Supervisors in July. 


ACTIVITIES BY COUNTY 


Brooklyn. A reading improvement clinic will be carried on in the Brook- 
lyn Public Library with the cooperation of Brooklyn College, under a 
grant from the Carnegie Corporation. A new service is now offered in 
the Art and Music Division of the Brooklyn Public Library, enabling 
recognized musical organizations to borrow the complete parts of 
symphonic works. The new two-story, fire-proof building of the Bor- 
ough Park Branch of the Brooklyn Public Library has been opened. A 
building for the Bay Ridge, Branch of the Brooklyn Public Library has 
been recommended. The second floor of the Brooklyn Public Library's 
Ingersoll Building has been newly finished and departmental shifts 
made. A $750,000 New Lots Branch building of the Brooklyn Public Li- 
brary is expected to be under construction soon. 
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Broome. The Binghamton Public Library conducted summer weekly noon-hour 
record concerts on the Courthouse lawn. 


Chautauqua. The second floor of the Darwin R. Barker Library in Fredonia 
has been remodeled. The annual art show of the Chautauqua County 
Society of Artists was held in the Art Gallery of the James Prender- 
gast Library, Jamestown. The Lee Library Association of Silver Creek 
has received a bequest of property and $17,000. 


Chemung. A memorial plate to Miss G. W. Gilbert has been placed on a new 
bookcase in the children's room of the Steele Memorial Library, Elmira. 


Clinton. The Plattsburgh Public Library recently installed a visible 
registration system. 


Delaware. A story book parade was held at the opening of the new Sidney 
Memorial Library. Hancock's new public library has been dedicated. 


Dutchess. A drive-up book return box has been installed by the Adriance 
Memorial Library, Poughkeepsie. 


Erie. The Eden Free Library held an Open House for community inspection 
of their new facilities. The new $200,000 James L. Crane Branch of 
the Buffalo and Erie County Public Library has been opened. The Buffalo 
and Erie County Library Board approved a site in the West Seneca 
Centennial Park for the Ebenezer Free Library. Plans are being pre- 
pared for a new Niagara Branch Library, Buffalo and Erie County Public 
Library. A Friends of the Library group has been formed to obtain a 
new library site for the Williamsville Library. 


Essex. The Ausable Forks Free Library has started a building fund. 


Herkimer. An addition to the Herkimer Free Library is being built with 
the help of the Veterans' Carpenter Class of the Herkimer Adult Edu- 
cation Group. 


Madison. The new Hand-Barker Memorial Library Building, Oneida, is now 
open. 


Monroe. Library pages were feted at a Page Day, June 12, at the Rochester 
Public Library. The Friends of the Rochester Public Library voted the 
partial expenses of four staff members to the NYLA Conference. Funds 
for a site for a new branch library have been asked by the Rochester 
Public Library. Ruth Hill Vigners, of the faculty of the Library 
School of Simmons College, will conduct a storytelling conference on 
October 3-4, at the Rochester Public Library, for town librarians. A 
folder on library services is being distributed to all new teachers 
in the city's schools. 


Nassau. The East Meadow Friends of the Library held an organization 
meeting in June. The Great Neck Library has put into effect a six-day 
orientation and training program for new staff members. The Hewlett- 
Woodmere Public Library now has a bookmobile to serve the outlying 
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communities of School District 14. The cornerstone of the new Hew- 
lett-Woodmere Public Library has been laid. Joseph Eisner of Hicks- 
ville is the director of the newly formed Plainview Public Library. 
A TV fashion commercial used the Manhasset Public Library as back- 
ground for its shooting. A letter to Santa Claus, asking for a new 
building for the Massapequa Public Library, won the Library Public 
Relations award for the most original publicity idea of the year. 
The construction of a new $225,000 library building was approved by 
the School District taxpayers on June 7. The Syosset Central School 
District taxpayers will vote in the fall on establishing a community 
library. 


New York. The New York Public Library launched its fall reading-discus- 
sion program, with an exhibition, "Patterns for Learning." Mrs. 
Eleanor Roosevelt was guest of honor at the New York Public Library 
Tremont Branch's 50th anniversary celebration. The Nathan Straus 
Branch of the New York Public Library for young people has been 
closed and its collection moved to the new Donnell Branch. The New 
York Public Library has acquired two sites in the Bronx for new branch 
libraries. The Westchester Square Branch of the New York Public Li- 
brary has been closed preparatory to moving into new and larger 
quarters in the fall. 


Niagara. The Lockport Public Library was host to the spring meeting of 
the Western New York Library Association. Money has been provided 
in the 1956 budget of the Niagara Falls Public Library for book- 
mobile service. Plans are being prepared for a new Niagara Branch 
Library. 


Onondaga. Funds are being raised for a new building for the Baldwinsville 
Library Association. The work of the adult education classes of the 
public school was displayed at the Fayetteville Free Library. The 
Salina Free Library, Mattydale, has been redecorated. The Ezekiel W. 
Mundy Branch of the Syracuse Public Library has opened in a new lo- 
cation. Dramatic and documentary records have now been added to the 
musical record collection of the Syracuse Public Library. 


Ontario. A new expanded children's room has been opened in the Geneva 
Free Library. The Geneva Garden Club held an exhibit of floral 
arrangements based on book titles at the Geneva Free Library. The 
library building of The Wood Library Association, Canandaigua, has 
been redecorated. 


Orange. The Port Jervis Free Library closed its summer series of programs 
for children with a Korean Day of games, songs, stories and slides. 
A new Mapes Memorial room has been opened at the Port Jervis Free 
Library. The library was unharmed in the recent flood. 


Orleans. The Friends of the libraries in Orleans County met in the Swan 
Library, Albion, for a musical program on June 2. They also sponsored 
a collection of books for migrant workers. 


Queens. Construction has begun on the new Steinway-Astoria Branch of the 
Queens Borough Public Library. Forty-seven travel agencies contributed 
pamphlets, pictures and maps for the Queens Borough Public Library 
vacation exhibit. 
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Rensselaer. The East Greenbush Community Library is in new quarters in 
the Town Hall. 


Saratoga. A series of programs for children on foreign lands was pre- 
sented this summer at the Saratoga Springs Public Library. The Sara- 
toga Springs Public Library broadcast music into the park six days 
a week during the summer. 


Suffolk. Plans for a new building for the Bayport-Blue Point Public Li- 
brary are being completed and will be proposed to the voters. The 
Brentwood Public Library was given an American flag and flagpole by 
the Brentwood Community Association. A Friends of the Library of the 
Smithtown Branch, Smithtown Library, has been organized. Expansion of 
the facilities of the Northport Public Library and its East Northport 
Branch, by utilizing the basement room in each building for a children's 
room, is planned. The Westhampton Free Library's grounds have been 
landscaped by the Garden Club. 


Sullivan. The Delaware Free Library, Callicoon, has been moved to ground 
floor rooms which were rebuilt and redecorated. 


Tompkins. A record collection has been begun at the Groton Public Library. 


Ulster. Flooded Ellenville reports only damage at the Ellenville Public 
Library was water damage to one book, "Gift from the Sea." The 28th 
annual Woodstock Library Fair was held July 28. Thirty committees 
worked on the project. 


Washington. The new library building for the Burton Library in Easton 
Was opened on September 10. 


Wayne. High School juniors interested in going to college and in applying 
for scholarships received special help in selecting summer reading at 
the Newark Free Public Library. A campaign for funds to remodel an old 
church building for use by the Galen Free Library is under way in Clyde. 
The Lyons Civic Club won a first prize of $100 at the State Fair for 
its achievement in backing a successful drive for a Lyons Public Li- 
brary. 


Westchester. A Friends of the Library group has been organized at the 
Bedford Hills Free Library. Three lots for a new library building site 
have been presented to the Croton-on-Hudson Free Library. The Dobbs 
Ferry Free Library offered a new program for children this summer, a 
"project planning hour", in which the librarian helped children plan 
individual projects in which books played a part. Harrison plans a 
new $600,000 town hall which will include space for the Harrison Free 
Library. A tour of eight area homes was held to benefit the Katonah 
Village Library. A new wing has been added to the Hiram Halle Memorial 
Library, Pound Ridge. The Friends of the Scarsdale Public Library are 
distributing a new illustrated booklet on the history and services of 
the library. The Yonkers Public Library has installed an air cooling 
system. The Yonkers Public Library celebrated this July its 25th 
anniversary of bookmobile service. 
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AND OF STATE- WIDE INTEREST 
Edited by Wilfred Laurier Morin and Mason Tolman 


New Associate Commissioner: Commissioner Allen has announced the promo- ’ 
tion of Dr. Ewald B. Nyquist to the position of associate commissioner r 
in charge of higher and professional education in New York State, in- 

cluding libraries. Dr. Nyquist has been assistant commissioner since 

1951. Before joining state service he was director of admissions for 

Columbia University. He is a graduate of the University of Chicago. 


NYLA Conference 1955: October 13, 14 and 15 are the dates for the State 
conference at Lake Placid. The theme this year is Canadian-American Re- 
lations. Leading authors and librarians from both countries will present 
the outlooks in their respective fields. Dr. James E. Allen, Commissioner 
of Education and President of the University of the State of New York, 
will speak at the second general session. The first general session, 
Canadian-American Author Night, will feature Walter D. Edmonds and Hugh 
MacLennan. The third general session, on National Libraries in the U.S. 
and Canada, will have as speakers the Honorable William Kaye Lamb, 
National Librarian of Canada, and L. Quincy Mumford, Librarian of Con- 
gress. A pre-conference institute, Bringing Books, Children and Young 
People Together, will be held on October 12, with afternoon and evening 
meetings on book selection, book talks and storytelling. Of interest 

this year will be a program on county library development, featuring the 
Clinton-Essex Story, a multi-county library in action. The librarians, 
trustees and county supervisors who acted as one effective team in cre- 
ating this system will report on the planning and present operation -- 

a story unique in the annals of public administration. 


State Library Exhibit: On September 23, Governor Harriman, Commissioner 
Allen, members of the Education Department staff and guests attended the 
opening of the exhibition, "The French in New York State," in the rotunda 
of the State Library. Dr. Gosnell presented Chancellor John P. Myers of 
the University of the State of New York who introduced Dr. Robert Valeur, 
First Counselor of the French Embassy in Washington, and Dr. Pierre 
Donzelot, resident in the United States as permanent representative of 
the French universities, both of whom spoke of the lasting friendship 
between France and the United States. 


Anti-Discrimination Booklet Available: Commemorating the 10th anniver- 
sary of the passage of the New York law against discrimination, a hand- 
some brochure titled "Article One" has been published by the New York 
State Commission against Discrimination. Copies may be obtained without 
charge from the Gift and Exchange Section, New York State Library, 
Albany 1, New York. 
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Staff Briefs: Ethel Lansing, former head of the Gift and Exchange Sec- 
tion, is now head of the Order Section. - Peter Paulson has been ap- 
pointed in her place. - Ida Cohen has returned to the Reference Section 
after several years in the Catalog Section.- Edward M. Heiliger has re- 
signed from the position of Regional Librarian at Watertown to serve in 
the University of Illinois Library in Chicago. - Hazel Paddock, former 
chief of the Process Section at the Regional Center, resigned to go to 
the Law Library at Cornell University.- Mary Stewart has returned to the 
advisory section of the RLSC where she had worked for five months last 
year while on leave from the St. Johnsbury Regional Library of the Vermont 
Free Public Library Commission. 


Conference and Meeting Attendance: Dr. Gosnell and several staff members 
represented the State Library at the 74th Annual ALA Conference in Phila- 
delphia July 3 - 9. "Libraries in the Life of the Nation® was the con- 
vention theme. Speakers, including Hon. George V. Allen, Assistant Secre- 
tary, U.S. Dept. of State, Victor Reuther, Assistant to the President and 
Director of International Affairs, CIO, and author Jonathan Daniels 
showed how libraries affected government, labor, business and rural liv- 
ing.-Dr. Gosnell, President of the Society for Colonial History, presided 
at its meeting on September 1 when the New York Historical Association 
convened at Cooperstown September 1 - 3. Edna L. Jacobsen gave a very 
interesting paper entitled "Documents Relating to the French and Indian 
War," based on the exhibit, The French and British in North America, 
which had been displayed throughout the summer at the State Library. In 
the absence of John J. Vrooman, Mason Tolman acted as secretary and read 
a paper by Dr. Charles K. Winne, entitled "Arnold J. F. van Laer, a 
Tribute." A third paper of great interest was that by Dr. Carlyle Adams 
of Albany on the subject, "Thomas Hooker, Father of American Democracy.™ 
L. Marion Moshier attended the Staff Association dinner at Syracuse to 
honor Dr. Wharton Miller, dean of the Library School, who retires this 
year, but will continue to serve as dean emeritus. Miss Moshier acted 

as consultant to the Conference on Bookmobile Service in Metropolitan 
Communities which met in New York City on June 9. In June she was con- 
sultant to the Connecticut State Department of Education, which is plan- 
ning a regional center recently approved by the Connecticut legislature. 
Miss Moshier attended the opening of three new library buildings: at 
Easton, New York, in September; Hancock on August 4; Sydney on July 18. 
She also spoke to the supervisors of St. Lawrence County on library 
services July 11. —— Irving A. Verschoor attended a meeting of the Insti- 
tute on Community Leadership of the New York State Citizens'Council,Inc., 
at Hobart College, June 16-19, and the Second Annual Conference on Govern- 
ment Statistics which met on June 10 in Albany. -Marion H. Vedder, co- 
chairman of the American Prison Association Committee, attended the Ath 
Annual Summer Conference on Education and Correction at Purdue University 
on July 19 and the 85th Annual Congress of Correction, held in Des Moines, 
Iowa, on September 30. 


ALA's Community Project: Since 1951, 25 areas have received American 
Heritage grants to enable local libraries to sponsor discussion groups 

on basic issues in American democracy. The program at Watertown is one 
of these to be continued. Kansas, Maryland, Michigan and Tennessee will 
receive grants of $12,000 each to develop workshops, institutes or other 
state or regional programs in adult education. Of interest to New York 
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State libraries is the provision in this program that any library outside 
of the grant areas may request consultant help to plan or develop any 
activity to increase knowledge of adult education, teach its skills and 
test its possibilities. If interested, write to ALA for further infor- 
mation. 


New Plans for Trustees: Representatives of library boards at the ALA 
Conference acted to revitalize their activities when they adopted new by- 
laws changing the name of the Trustees Section to The American Association 
of Library Trustees and setting forth these new purposes: to study and 
encourage the development of libraries and library service in the United 
States and Canada; to study the library programs in several Canadian 
provinces and to disseminate the information gained; to strengthen state 
trustee organizations. President Frank T. Milligan, lumber and grain 
merchant, who is president of the Jefferson, Iowa, Public Library Board 
of Trustees and president-elect of the Iowa Library Association, announced 
the following four-point program for the coming year: (1) establishment 
of a National Assembly of Library Trustees; (2) adoption of a five-year 
program for long-range activities to implement the Association's pur- 
poses; (3) Promotion of a trustee's correspondence course, prepared by 
Helen Ridgway, and promotion of a new Bowker publication, "A Handbook 

for Library Trustees," edited by Mrs. M.M. Winser; (4) development of a 
vital program for trustees attending the ALA Conference in 1956. Trustees 
interested in a course, "How to Be a Good Library Board Member," write 
to: The Home Study Department, The University of Chicago, 1375 East 60th 
St., Chicago 37, Illinois. 


A Reminder: November 1955 is Know Your Library Month. Public libraries 
and women's clubs will be working together to highlight and improve li- 
brary services. This will be in observance of the "Know and Grow" pro- 
gram of the Libraries Division, Education Department, General Federation 
of Women's Clubs. During this month club women will be urged to visit 
public libraries. Here are a few suggestions which librarians may find 
helpful: make careful plans with the Board of Trustees: contact the 
president of the local GFWC club and the chairman of the committee on 
libraries and make known your willingness to cooperate with the "Know 
and Grow" program; explore the possibilities of bringing club women to 
the library through an Open House, a banquet with city officials, a tea 
or some kind of social occasion where the library trustees will be hosts 
to the club women; prepare exhibits, arrange joint radio and TV programs 
with leading club women, discussing how the library functions to serve 
the entire community, plan a film showing, using one of several edu- 
cational films about books, reading and libraries; issue newspaper re- 
leases; be prepared at all times to answer basic questions about your 
library regarding its use, financial support, book selection policy, 
plans for the future etc.; prepare a give-away such as a bookmark, a 
book list, an information sheet or the last annual report of the library. 


Librarians and the United Nations: October 24 is United Nations Day, the 
10th anniversary of the UN. The ALA Inter-Cultural Committee is asking 
all the libraries in the United States to participate in its observance. 
Program suggestions are: the provision of a clearing house for UN infor- 
mation, a concert representing the member nations, discussion groups, 
exhibits, international exchange and aid projects, such as the sponsor- 
ing of CARE book programs, UNESCO gift coupon plans, UNICEF projects and 
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Magazines for Friendship. For material write to: U.S. Committee for the 
United Nations, 816 21 Street, N.wW., Washington 6, D.C. 


White House Conference on Education: The President of the United States 
called for, and Congress authorized, state and territorial conferences 

on education to precede the first White House Conference on Education, 
November 28-December 1, 1955. The over-all purpose is to arouse nation- 
wide interest in, and improvement of, education. In New York State two 
national meetings were held in June and three in July, with a state 
conference in New York City on September 19-20. 

Great Books of the Western World: 1600 sets of the Great Books of the 
Western World will be distributed without charge to certain libraries of 
this country upon application. If you would like to add a set to your 
library holdings, a brief questionnaire must be filled out by October 15, 
1955. Libraries interested may write to: Great Books Selection Committee, 
American Library Association, 50 East Huron St., Chicago, Illinois. 


Overseas Information: The Ath semi-annual report to Congress has just 
been issued by the U. S. Information Agency and may be obtained by 
writing their office in Washington, D. ©. The newly formed National 
Committee for an Adequate Overseas U. S. Information Program, 26 East 
64 Street, New York 21, N.Y., will also supply valuable material on re- 
guest. 


International Catalogue on Early Globes: Data is needed for the United 
States section of this catalog which will include both terrestrial and 
celestial globes pre-dating 1850. If you have, or know of, such a globe, 
please send the following information -- title, author, engraver and pub- 
lisher, date, diameter, type of mounting, manuscript or printed, state 

of preservation, photographs of it -- to the American Geographical Society, 
Broadway at 156 Street, New York 32, N.Y. 


Dates for your Calendar: Oct. 1-8, National Newspaper Week; Oct. 15-19, 
National Association of Legislative Service Agencies, Miami Beach, Fla; 
October 17-23, National Bible Week (for free material send request to: 
Laymen's National Committee, Inc., Hotel Vanderbilt, New York 16, N.Y.); 
October 23-29 has been designated National Farm/City Week, a community 
activity endorsed by the Public Libraries Division of ALA and co-ordinated 
by your local Kiwanis Club, which you should contact. You should also 

get your youth groups (4-H, F.F.A,, Boy and Girl Scouts) and civic organ- 
izations (churches, schools, P.T.A.s, press, radio and TV) to participate 
in this program for "increasing mutual understanding of rural and urban 
problems"; Oct. 24, UN Day; November, Know Your Library Month; Nov.4-5, 
ALA, PLD, (Public Libraries Division) Library Standards Revision Committee 
Meeting, N.Y.; Nov. 13-19, Book Week; Nov. 28-Dec. 1, White House Confer- 
erce on Education, Washington, D.C. (Invitational); Jan. 29-Feb. 4, 1956, 
ALA Midwinter Conference, Chicago, Ill1.; March 1956, Library Week; June 
3-7, SLA (Special Libraries Association), Pittsburgh, Pa.; June 17-23, 
1956, ALA Annual Conference, Miami Beach, Fla.; May 26-30, 1957, SLA, 
Boston, Mass.; June 23-29, 1957, ALA, Kansas City, Mo.; June 8-12, 1958, 
SLA, Denver, Colorado. 
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PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT 


Reviewed by Irving A. Verschoor, Library Extension 


American Library Association. Public library service to America. A pre- 
liminary statement of revised standards for public libraries prepared 
by the Coordinating Committee on Revision of Public Library Standards 
of the Public Libraries Division. June, 1955. 

In 1943 the Post-war standards for public libraries appeared and with 
it an aura of what might be termed quantitative analysis. After ten 
years of use several points of criticism were evident -- quantitative 
standards quickly become out-dated, and they are directed at the indi- 
vidual library. And it is on this latter point that the proposed stand- 
ards make their most significant recommendation, namely, that the full 
needs of people can be met only by libraries working together and sharing 
their services and materials. Two other principles underlying this docu- 
ment are that standards should stress quality of service and should pro- 
ceed from the accepted functions of public libraries. 

The proposed standards are not complete and it is planned to embody a 
section on technical processes and on finance. They offer to library 
trustees and librarians an excellent set of national objectives which 
are capable of easy interpretation on state and local levels. Standards 
are desirable and attainable goals, not instruments of standardization. 
The Committee plan to present their final draft at ALA Midwinter, January 
29-February 4, 1956. 


Geer, Helen T. Charging systems. Chicago, American Library Association, 1%5. 
This most recent title from ALA is designed to provide a step-by-step 
familiarity with 17 different charging systems used by public, college and 
special libraries. The detailed description of the routines involved in 
each system makes it most helpful for those librarians who wish to eval- 

uate their own circulation methods. 

Miss Geer has not intended her book to be a manual for the installation 
of any system and has therefore not included cost figures. Nor is this a 
work designed to give a comparative picture of the respective advantages 
and disadvantages of each, although Miss Geer has provided several summary 
tables designed to present the salient features of each of the systems in 
a comparative way. The appendixes include a partial list of libraries 
using each system; suppliers of equipment and a good selective bibliog- 
raphy. (Available for loan from Traveling Libraries) 


Haight, Anne Lyon. Banned books. New York, R.R. Bowker, 1955. 

This is the second edition of a chronological listing of books that have 
been banned from the period 387 B.C. to 1954. The purpose of the list is 
to show how the fears of man as expressed in censorship have changed 
throughout the years. The appendix forms a very valuable quick refer- 
ence to such documents as the Library Bill of Rights and President Eisen- 
hower's statement on Freedom to Read. It also contains a summary of the 
latest legislation on textbook censorship, comic books and paper—bound 
books as well as excerpts from important court decisions. 

Further suggestions are: Fredric J. Mosher, ed. Freedom of book selec~ 
tion. Chicago, American Library Association,1954; William Dix and Paul 
Bixler, eds. Freedom of communication. Chicago,American Library Associ- 
ation, 1954.(All the above titles are available from Traveling Libraries) 
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